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Come and Join Us For Worship 
Every Sunday with worship services at 8:30am  & 11am with 5th Sundays @10am  
(In person & all social media platforms)   See  Social Media Links Below: 

  
:ZOOM      Video:   

Greetings Saints!  

I am so excited about the special season God is leading us into. 
Every Sunday morning, I look into the congregation and choir 
area and sense the presence of the Lord. I hear the shouts of 
praise, and I see holy hands lifted to the Lord. I admit that I get 
chills. I feel the presence of the Jesus Christ. In response, I 
expect a mighty move of the Holy Spirit every time we gather. 
Sisters and brothers, this spiritual excitement is completely 

beyond our capacity to explain. I agree with the apostle Paul when he wrote these 
words to the church in Ephesus because together, “we are coming to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge.” (Eph. 3:19b) Saint Matthews UMC has a strong sense 
of love---for our God and for our neighbors. Our traditions run deep. We are still here, 
and we are still a viable community of believers because God is the center of our joy. 
God is first in our lives. God is in control of our destinies. God has the final say 
concerning our future and our lives. Therefore, we must remain committed and 
steadfast as we “hold to God’s unchanging hand.” 

And you know what? This is just the beginning! While we are not blind to the nature of 
the world in which we live, nor to the cultural problems of our day, we serve a God 
who has the final say and the last word. God’s gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 15:57) We are born of God; we believe that Jesus is the Son of God; 
therefore, have are victorious overcomers. (1 John 5:4)  

So, in this season of reflection, please know that this should also be our season of 
expectation. Our past accomplishments have laid a foundation for a future that 
embodies “Greater.” Greater praise. Greater commitment. Greater worship. Greater 
faith. Greater giving. Greater service. Greater LOVE. 

Now is the time to rejoice. Now is the time to celebrate! The same God that did it 
before, is able to do it again.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
(Heb. 13:8) 
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The Spirit of Homecoming 
It’s that time of year – Homecoming time! When we hear the word 
Homecoming, our thoughts usually refer to our Alma Maters – football 
games, parades, parties, dances, tailgates, and FOOD!! Homecoming is a 
time of re- connecting to our past and our roots. It could also be called a 
reunion. Homecoming traditions usually consist of visits to family and 
friends, dinners, and social gatherings. 
A church homecoming would always consist of food – lots of it – but it is as a 
time to remember from whence we’ve come to be where we are now. We 
can hardly wait for service to be over so that we can make a mad dash to the 
fellowship hall to partake of all the goodies available. We hug and shake 
hands with friends we have not seen for a long time. We look at our church 
history and the struggles our founders endured to allow us to move from the 
brush arbor to a modern and beautifully designed edifice. Sadly, we are also 
reminded of loved ones we have lost 
since last year, and we long to see them again. 

Homecoming can also be a time of regaining a lost connection with family. 
Ruth Graham, daughter of the late Rev. Billy Graham, talked about her 
homecoming experience. Having been betrayed her husband’s infidelity and 
eventually being divorced, she fell into an unhealthy marriage – despite her 
parents’ warnings - that lasted only a few weeks. Having nowhere to go, 
she drove the long mountainous journey to the family home in Montreat, NC. 
She was fearful of her father’s anger and displeasure and expected him to 
reject her. As she approached the home, her father was waiting for her at 
the driveway where he embraced her and simply said, “Welcome Home.” 
Some of the best times are enjoyed at homecoming celebrations. But the 
true spirit of homecoming is the reconnection with our roots, and friends and 
our families.  Respectfully submitted, Crystal Stroud McCombs 
 
 

 

 
The Marriage 

class meetings on 
Tuesdays at 6pm 

in the CHJ 
fellowship hall for 
the remainder of 

2025 are as 
follows:   

September 30th 

October 28th 

and 

December 16th 

 

(November 
meeting Canceled

  
 

 
 
 
 

Coming Soon 
Charge 

Conference 
Sunday, 

October 26th 
At 

1:00 PM 
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The SMUMC Onboarding meeting was held 
on Saturday, August 21, 2025 facilitated by 
Rev. Amy Coles.  The onboarding 
process is a required structured approach 
from WNCC to help new clergy and their 
congregations build strong relationships 
from the start of a new 
appointment.  It involves a certified 
facilitator to meet with church leadership 
and church staff to do knowledge sharing and gain 
mutual understanding for a transformative ministry. 

 
 

 
Voter information 

The Greensboro Municipal Primary will be Tuesday, October 7th. Early voting for the Primary will be 
September 18th-October 4th. There will 4 Early Voting sites. 
For times and locations please visit  
https://www.guilfordcountync.gov/government/board-elections/early-voting-and-polling-places 
 
Local elections are important.  
The election is for Mayor, 3 At Large and a District representative from each District.  
 
The General Election is Tuesday, November 4th. Mark your calendar.  
Early Voting for the General Election is October 16th November 1st.  
 

 
Calling All Young Writers! 

Are you a student with a knack for 
storytelling and a passion for news? 
Our newsletter is looking for a 
Youth Reporter to share stories 
important to you and your peers! If 
you're eager to interview, write, and 
have your voice heard, we want to 
hear from you. No experience 
necessary—just a curious mind and 
a desire to learn! 
 
Interested? Contact us today to 
learn more! 
 
Contact person: 
Wanda Edgerton 
at ponice1@yahoo.com or call 336-
207-5441  
 

https://www.guilfordcountync.gov/government/board-elections/early-voting-and-polling-places
mailto:ponice1@yahoo.com
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THANK YOU to the volunteers for your 
hard work, dedication, and commitment 
as well as the many supporters in making 
the Book Bag Drive and Back-to-School 
Bash a major success. Because of your 
efforts, we were able to purchase 415 
Bookbags; distributed 140 to our adopted 
schools, 156 distributed during the event 
and 117 remaining for other Title 1 
schools and requests from community 
families. We really appreciate the 
outpouring of love.  ~Jimmie Gravely, 
Ramona Miller & Jasmine Williams     
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#BeyondTheBond | That NEW school feeling!  
Peeler-Hampton VPA Elementary will welcome its first group of students next week. 
These young Dragons will embark on new journeys in the arts. From dance, theatre to 
ceramics, they will discover and develop passions.   We honor the legacy of the former 
Peeler Open and thank our bond voters for helping provide a new space that will last 
generations to come.  

 
 

 

  

 
 

Come and Join Us for Worship 
Every Sunday with worship services at 8:30am & 11am with 5th Sundays @10am (In person & all social media 
platforms) See Social Media Links Below: 
 :ZOOM Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82293573333, passcode 583845 

Audio: Dial 1-929-205-6099, ID 82293573333#, passcode 583845 

FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsgreensboro 

YOUTUBE https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Q7QTHei60HaiaJWc6ZCpQ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/beyondthebond?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU4nBNKgwVmg7JFxk7n18DhtjUIsEdFAM0rb0k8rIPLtCTO2EKD2u208yZzLqpgo1e2ZhXqmIGj5gybJ0A9cHG2cD-Il-gL_5pMJshKsRl6oULOXhqmh3wxm_favI8zMHoI2_XcB3iVEurPucQ_mLzKhCeVLQEjg3Wewvq8NxeA4A&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/beyondthebond?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU4nBNKgwVmg7JFxk7n18DhtjUIsEdFAM0rb0k8rIPLtCTO2EKD2u208yZzLqpgo1e2ZhXqmIGj5gybJ0A9cHG2cD-Il-gL_5pMJshKsRl6oULOXhqmh3wxm_favI8zMHoI2_XcB3iVEurPucQ_mLzKhCeVLQEjg3Wewvq8NxeA4A&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578726009451&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU4nBNKgwVmg7JFxk7n18DhtjUIsEdFAM0rb0k8rIPLtCTO2EKD2u208yZzLqpgo1e2ZhXqmIGj5gybJ0A9cHG2cD-Il-gL_5pMJshKsRl6oULOXhqmh3wxm_favI8zMHoI2_XcB3iVEurPucQ_mLzKhCeVLQEjg3Wewvq8NxeA4A&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578726009451&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU4nBNKgwVmg7JFxk7n18DhtjUIsEdFAM0rb0k8rIPLtCTO2EKD2u208yZzLqpgo1e2ZhXqmIGj5gybJ0A9cHG2cD-Il-gL_5pMJshKsRl6oULOXhqmh3wxm_favI8zMHoI2_XcB3iVEurPucQ_mLzKhCeVLQEjg3Wewvq8NxeA4A&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82293573333
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsgreensboro
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Q7QTHei60HaiaJWc6ZCpQ
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September 1 (Day 

of Prayer for 
Creation) through 

October 4 (Feast of St. Francis) 
               by Karlah Y. Burton, North Carolina 
Earthkeeper, Chairperson, SMUMC Creation 
Care Ministry 

 
Biblical Text:  Isaiah 32:14:18: 

Revised Standard Version 
14 For the palace will be forsaken, 

    the populous city deserted; 
the hill and the watchtower 
    will become dens forever, 

a joy of wild asses, 
    a pasture of flocks; 

15 until the Spirit is poured upon us from on 
high, 

    and the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, 
    and the fruitful field is deemed a forest. 

 
The Peace of God’s Reign 

16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 
    and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. 

17 And the effect of righteousness will be peace, 
    and the result of righteousness, quietness and 

trust forever. 
18 My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, 

    in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting 
places. 

      
     The depiction of devastated cities and 
wastelands in this passage from the Book of 
Isaiah expressively signifies the fact that 
destructive human behavior has negatively 
impacted the Earth!   Collectively, our hope and 
expectation are for a peaceful world.  May we 
act, pray, change, and reconcile with nature and 
the Creator in unity, repentance, and fellowship.    
     In 2025, the United Methodist Creation 
Justice Movement has developed resources for 
the Season of Creation following the theme of 
the worldwide movement and with reference to 
the book The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer.   You are invited to join in this 
ecumenical movement and are encouraged as 
Christians to respond in support of the well-
being of our common home.  
     The Symbol for 2025 is the Garden of 
Peace characterized by a dove carrying an olive 
branch bringing life to the Garden of Peace.  In 
the Biblical story of Noah and the flood, it is a 
dove that plays the role of “blessed messenger” 
sent out by Noah and returns to the ark with a 
fresh olive branch in its beak; evidence that the 
flood is receding.  Although the flood story 
begins with a situation where “the earth is filled 
with violence” (Genesis 6:13), the return of the 

dove with the olive branch came to be known as 
a sign of new peace.   
 
Weekly Topics (The Serviceberry): 
September 7:    The First Week of Creation   
pp. 1-26 (Gift Economy) 
September 14: The Second Week of Creation   
pp. 29-50 (Reciprocity) 
September 21: The Third Week of Creation   
pp. 53-82 (Interdependence) 
September 28: The Fourth Week of Creation   
pp.  85-105 (Hope for Creation) 

God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 
UMH 150 

Words by Catherine Cameron 
God, who stretched the spangled heavens, 

infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance 
through the silent fields of space, 

we, your children, in your likeness, 
share inventive powers with you. 

Great Creator, still creating, 
show us what we yet may do. 

Suggested “Green Reads:   
Selections marked with (*) are based on the 
2025 theme with a focus on the concepts of 
biblical hope, reconciliation, and ecological 
justice. 

• The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer 

• The Soil Will Save Us   by Kristin 
Ohlson 

• A Biblical Theology of the Natural 
World     by Douglas J. and Jonathan A. 
Moo (*) 

• The Marvelous Pigness of Pigs: 
Respecting and Caring for All God's 
Creation    
by Joel Salatin (*) 

• For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian 
Vision for Creation Care  
by Steven Bouma-Prediger (*) How Can 
I Help   by Doug Tallamy  

• We are the Ark    by Mary Reynolds 
• Agrarian Spirit: Cultivating Faith, 

Community, and the Land by Norman 
Wirzba  (*) 

References: 
• https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
• https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles

/season-of-creation-
2025-worship-

resources

 

https://www.hopepublishing.com/find-hymns-hw/hw2975.aspx
https://seasonofcreation.org/
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CONGRATULATIONS to J.W. & Betsy Brown 
celebrating 65 years of marriage on Tuesday, 
September 2nd.  Blessings for many more to 
come. 
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EAGLE SCOUT AWARD 
 
On July 27th, 
Ryan James 
Edgerton 
received the 
Scout Eagle 
Scout Award at 
St. Matthews 
United Methodist 
Church. In 
addition, Ryan 

received a 
Bronze 
Palm. The 
Bronze 
Palm is awarded upon earning five 
additional merit badges above the 21 merit 
badges required for the rank of Eagle 
Scout. Moreover, Ryan received the 
Citizenship Award from the Marine Corps 
League, presented by Robert Hare. Ryan 

will attend North Carolina A&T State  

Deadline for October Newsletter articles is September 22, 2025.   Theme is “Harvest & 
Graditude"   Please send your traditions & photos along with any photos to Wanda 
at ponice1@yahoo.com or Lisa at smumctreasurers@gmail.com . 

 

600 E. Florida Street 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
Phone: 336-272-4505 
Pastor:  Tamara Ingram 
E-mail Pastor: pastortammyz@aol.com 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Ajalyn Baker ajalynd.dunn@gmail.com 
Zahra Jarrell zkjarrell@gmail.com 
Crystal McComb berneitas@gmail.com 
Voncile Ferguson 1voncile@gmail.com 
Tia Powell thp962@aol.com 
Michelle Thompson michellethompson@hotmail.com 
Mia Naylor miarn10@gmail.com 
Wanda Edgerton ponice1@yahoo.com 
Lisa Pyrtle smumctreasurers@gmail.com 
Dianne Bellamy Small tdbslive@gmail.com 

Scan to Give to  

St Matthews 

mailto:ponice1@yahoo.com
mailto:smumctreasurers@gmail.com

